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Serrano v. Mishra Feb-08 Riverside-Central 
RIC 432213 Judge 
Lillian Lim                 

Medical 
Malpractice

Daniel Glaser, Esq Stent left in body, not following 
up with plaintiff

$85,000 Defense Verdict 
(12-0)

SCPIE 3 DKM

Summer v. Aitken May-07 Riverside-Indio 
(Heard in Orange 
Co. Court)

Medical 
Malpractice

Scott Sklar Alleged negligence in placement 
of a venous catheter

$250,000 Defense Verdict 
(11-1)

Norcal 7 DKM

Cervantes v. 
Emeruwa

Apr-06 Riverside                  
RIC 371645              
Judge Cahraman

Obstetrics 
Medical 
Malpractice

Michael Borjorno Plaintiff contends defendant was 
negligent by failing to perform a 
Cesarean Section as opposed to 
the vaginal delivery which was 
complicated by shoulder 
dystocia with complete and 
permanent avulsion of prachia 
blexis.

$1,500,000 Defense verdict NORCAL 7 MRS  
DKM

Avila v. Robinson Mar-06 Riverside                  
RIC 405699             
Judge Cahraman

Wrongful Death Eugene D. Locken An obese woman in hospital for 
gall bladder operation stopped 
breathing during transfer from 
operation room to ICU.

$1,250,000 Defense verdict SCPIE 21 DKM

Morrison/Big Bear 
Lake Med. 
Grp./Bulrice

Sep-04 San Bernardino
SCVSS 104635
Judge Fawke

Medical 
Malpractice

Steven Barnhill
Barnhill & Vaynerov

Plaintiff contends that PA was 
negligent in the care/treatment 
of plaintiff's high pressure 
injection injury resulting in the 
amputation of left index finger.

$550,000 4% negligent PA  
($10,000; 26% 
negligent CD 
LLUMC; 70% 
negligent plaintiff

NORCAL 15 MRS  
DKM

Damron/RMC/
Mazer

Aug-04 Riverside 
RIC 383711
Judge Fields

Ophthalmology 
Medical 
Malpractice 

Andre Rekte
Girardi & Keese

Plaintiff contends that defendant 
failed to adequately treat 
glaucoma resulting in loss of 
vision.

$250,000 Defense verdict
9-3

NORCAL 9 MRS/  
DKM
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Nighswonger/
Crane

Dec-03 Riverside
RIC 370561
Judge Transbarger

Gyncological 
Medical 
Malpractice 

Andre Rekte
Girardi & Keese

37 year-old plaintiff alleging 
negligence perforating plaintiff’s 
colon during a laparoscopic 
hysterectomy and untimely 
treatment.  

$300,000 Defense verdict NORCAL 9 MRS  
DKM

 Smith v. Ricks Sep-03 San Bernardino Co. 
Rancho 
Cucamonga 
Division      Hon. 
Martin Hildreth

Medical 
Malpractice/  
Wrongful Death

David Lybbert Alleged failure to diagnose, treat 
and refer decedent to an 
appropriate medical specialist or 
cardiologist

$250,000 Motion for nonsuit 
granted at close 
of plaintiff's case

SCPIE 4 DKM

Takier/San Antonio 
Community Hospital 

Aug-02 SBSC
Rancho 
Cucamonga
RCV 053914
Judge Norell

Orthopedic 
Surgery       
Medical 
Malpractice 

Thomas J. O’Neil Bunion correction surgery 
performed by defendant at San 
Antonio Community Hospital.  
During the procedure, the 
extensor hallucis longus tendon 
was lacerated by an oscillating 
saw.  

$250,000 Dismissed during 
trial

OPTIMA 5 MRS  
DKM

Taylor v. Burack Jun-02 Riverside County 
Hon. E. Michael 
Kaiser

Medical 
Malpractice

Marc Vincent Alleged negligent knee surgery $350,000 Plaintiff Verdict 
$125,000

Doctor's Co. 10 DKM

Weinkauf v. Burack Feb-02 Riverside County  
Hon. Gloria Connor 
Trask

Medical 
Malpractice

Marc Vincent Alleged failure to diagnose and 
treat plaintiff's shoulder 
problems.  Alleged negligent 
performance of shoulder 
surgeries

$250,000 Plaintiff Verdict 
$246,000

Doctor's Co. 10 DKM

Koertz v. Burack Aug-01 Riverside County 
Hon.Gary 
Tranbarger

Medical 
Malpractice

Marc Vincent Alleged negligent treatment of a 
ganglion cyst on plaintiff's left 
wrist

$250,000 Defense Verdict 
(9-3)

Doctor's Co. 4 DKM

Splichal/Damirchi Dec-99 Riverside
RVSC SCV 443154

Medical 
Malpractice

James M. Baynes 65 year-old male evaluated by 
defendant for rectal pain and 
bleeding, and diagnosed with 
external hemorrhoids.  Plaintiff 
later developed necrotizing 
faciitis from a perirectal abscess 
which required extensive 
debridement of the buttock and 
scrotal area.  Wife claimed loss 
of consortium claim.

$600,000 Defense verdict SCPIE 6 MRS  
DKM
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Youngwirth v. Roach; 
Burack

Feb-96 Riverside County  
Hon. Victor Micelli

Medical 
Malpractice

Richard Bixby Alleged improper use and 
placement of the Brooker-Wills 
interlocking nail in repairing 
plaintiff's fractured femur.  
Plaintiff also contended that the 
choice of the device was 
incorrect and that it was left 
within the knee joint during 
surgery, causing it to later 
migrate necessitating an 
additional surgery

$250,000 Defense Verdict 
Mtn/Bifurcation 
based on SOL

SCPIE 2 DKM
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